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A Brief History Timeline of
First United Methodist Church of Lawrence

1854 — Kansas officially becomes a territory in late May. The city of Lawrence is founded in September. Methodist
ministers, William H. Goode and James Griffing, arrive in Lawrence in November to begin Methodist ministry in
Kansas Territory.

1855 — The Methodist Episcopal Church of Lawrence is formally created and a building lot at 724 Vermont purchased
for $150.

1856 — A “Tent” church is erected, consisting of rough board sides, a
canvas top, and a dirt floor. Although the y already owned a lot in
central Lawrence, the “tent” church was built about where the
Episcopal Church now stands at 10 ™ and Vermont. The temporary
church was later destroyed in a windstorm.

Model of the “Tent” church

1858 — A wooden “Frame” church is completed at 724 Vermo nt ata cost of
about $2000. The Church has about a hundred members.

1863 — The church is used as a morgue in August following Quantrill’s
raid. Plans for a new “brick” church are discussed and building lot #93 on
Massachusetts Street (10 ™ and Massachuse tts) is purchased.

1865 — The new “Brick” church building is complete and serves Lawrence
Methodists for the next 25 years. A cabinet organ was donated to the
church “by a stranger who was pleased with the new brick building.”

1869 — Miss Gertrude Bough ton begins as permanent church organist, a

The “Frame” church on Vermont position she would continue for four years.

1872 — Two building lots at the corner of Berkeley (10 ™ Street)
and Vermont are purchased for $2,200. Plans are drawn up by
architect, George Wells, for a Gothic ‘Stone’ church to be the
“largest and finest west of the Mississippi outside of St. Louis.”
Excavation for construction begins in October.

1873 — Construction on the stone church is halted by widespread
financial depression.

1888 — Bids for the stone church are taken based on plans of J. G.
Haskell, architect.

1889 — The cornerstone for the new stone church is laid as
construction is resumed based on the design of J. G. Haskell.

1890 — The brick church on Massachusetts is sold to

J. B. Watkins for $5,000. Some stained glass windows

from the church are eventually moved to the Watkins Bank “Brick” Church on Massachusetts
(now Watkins Community Museum).



