Times for New Vision
H. Sharon Howell, 1999 — present

In 1999 our nation was preparing for a new millennium. Many persons predicted dire events to
accompany the coming of the new year. Bill Clinton was in his fourth year of his second term as
President with Al Gore as Vice President. Rev. Sharon Howell was about to become the first
female Senior Pastor at First Church in its 145 year history.

Sharon Howell is a Texan by birth, by education, and by accent. Though
she was born in Seguin in south Texas, her family moved to Arp in east
Texas when Sharon was about six. Arp was home for fve generations of
her mother’s family. Sharon was the only child of Elizabeth, an
elementary school teacher, and Joe Howell, an oil field worker.

Following her graduation from Arp High School she attended Tyler
Junior College and then Austin College in $erman, Texas where she
earned her B.A. degree. She received a Master of Divinity with Honors
from Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas City in 1973.

Sharon Howell

Women clergy were not granted full clergy
rights in the Methodist Church until 1956.
When Sharon entered seminary in 1970
there were only three women in her class.
1976 was the first year that clergy women
were elected as delegates to the General
Conference. Sharon was one of 10 women
clergy elected that year and the only female
delegate from the South Central
Jurisdiction.

Because Sharon was a pioneer in breaking

gender barriers in the United Methodist

Church, her career includes quite a number of
firsts and onlys, including:

First clergy woman to serve as President of the General Commission on the Staus and Role of
Women.

First female delegate of the Kansas East Conference to General Conference, andin 1996 she was
the head of the Delegation.

Currently, the only clergy woman in the Kansas East Conference to serve as senior pastor of a
church with over 1000 members.

First woman to serve: as pastor of Edwardsville UMC, as senior pastor of St. Mark’s UMC, and
as senior pastor of Lawrence FUMC.

She began her formal ministry by serving 3 years at the Edwardsville (Kansas) United Methodist
Church. From 1975 to 1980 she was Associate Council Director for the Kansas East Conference.
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