Times for Decision
Wayne Castle, 1974 - 1976
Richard “Dick” Johnson, 1976- 1983

In the spring of 1974 Rev. Ron Sundbye decided to take sabbatical from the ministry and return
to studies at the University of Kansas. On April 9, D74 it was reported that Bishop Dixon had
appointed Rev. Wayne Castle to replace him in June, the traditional time for Methodist pastor
changes.

Wayne Castle, a native of Holton, Kansas, attended Baker University
and later graduated from Kansas State Unwersity. His Master of
Divinity degree was from St. Paul’s School of Theology in Kansas City.
Prior to joining First Church he served pastorates in Tecumseh, Topeka
First Church (as associate), Kansas City (Kansas) Central Avenue, and
Hiawatha. His first Sunday at Lawrence FUMC was June 16, 1974.

One very significant development during Wayne’s ministry was the
creation in the fall of 1975 of the Happy Friends class “for adults with
special needs” led by Lynette Rapp, Millie Peters,

and Carol Abrahamson. This class for mentally
challenged adults has been an integral part of our church program now for more than 25 years.
Dedicated leadership for it is still provided by Carol Abrahamson. In announcing the new class
on September 10, 1975 the church newsletter article said, “We are excited about this fellowship
and hope our entire congregation will support it in every way possible.”

A church newsletter of July 1974 asks, “Where did we get the beautiful silver chalices and
flagon used in our communion sevice a week ago? Answer: There were used in the German
Methodist Church until it disbanded in 1918 and then were given to the keeping of Mrs. Augusta
Schaake, who presented them to our church.”

Early in 1975 Rev. Castle announced to the congregation thathe and his wife of 13 years were
separating and that he had moved out of the parsonage at 1527 Massachusetts. This followed the
very difficult separation and divorce of his predecessor in ministry, Ron Sundbye. In his public
announcement to the congregation in February 1975 Wayne Castle wrote, “Through this type of
announcement you may be pained to know what I have known about myself for a long time, and
that is my own humanness. I sometimes think that I should be without problems and difficulties,
and when I have them, to be able to solve them easily. But it is not that way. And you at this time
have to share with me in that human frailty. But rather than to apologize for what I cannot be,
nor in any rational way expect myself to be, let us face the realityof what is, and work in every
way possible to celebrate whatever joy and beauty can be found in life.”

In March 1976 Wayne announced that he had requested to be assigned to a new pastorate and
would be moving to Wichita to serve the West Heights United Methodist Church. He wrote,
“Although my ministry here has been brief, and in many ways difficult, the relationships that I
have developed with you are extremely meaningful and important to me. To leave these working
relationships and friendships is a hardhing to do. ... Thanks for your cooperation in the past two
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years, and may you give the same kind of support to your new pastor, the Reverend Richard
Johnson, who will be coming to serve with you in June. I am personally pleased with his
appointment to this church. He has been a friend for a number of years, and I know that he will
effectively serve this church as pastor.”
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Marking the bicentennial of our country in 1976, celebrations were held throughout the year, but
Independence Day was the high point.Gerald Ford was President with Nelson A. Rockefeller as
his appointed Vice President. Ford was the first person to become President without having been
elected President or Vice President. The summer political campaign and fall election pitted
Gerald Ford against Jimmy Carter.

At the age of 56 Dick Johnson entered service as senior pastor at First Church just prior to the
July celebrations. July 4, 1976 was on Sunday and church members were invited to dress in

costume of colonial times. There was only oneservice that day and Dick came in costume as
John Wesley.

Ken and Rowena Pine in costume - 1976
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