Times of Tumult
Ron Sundbye, 1966 - 1974

In 1966 our country was heavily engaged in the Viet Nam war. Emotions about our involvement
in that conflict ran high on both sides. President Lyndon Johnson was midway through his first
elected term as President. Racial tensions were high in many parts of the country, including
Lawrence. In eloquent speeches throughout the country the Rev. Martin LutherKing, Jr. and
others spoke of racial injustice.

In June 1966 Rev. Ron Sundbye, at the age of 34, entered the pulpit of First Church for the first
time, beginning an extraordinary and tumultuous pastorate of eight years. His first sermon title
was “While We Are Waiting.”

Ron Sundbye was born in Olathe, Kansas on September 15, 1931. His
parents were Clifford and Lucille (Moll) Sundbye. He attended the
University of Kansas and Baker University, graduating in 1953 with a
B.A. in Speech and Dramatics. He eceived his Bachelor of Divinity
Degree from Boston University School of Theology in 1956. On
returning to Kansas he served a threeyear pastorate at Moran, and
seven years at Countryside United Methodist in Topeka. At
Countryside membership grew from 300to 1600 during his tenure and
a new sanctuary was constructed. At the time he came to First Church
his four children ranged in ages from 6 months to 8§ years.

Ron Sundbye
Rev. Sundbye was serving on the Board of Evangelism of the Kansas Conference, had just
finished aterm as president of the Ministerial Alliance of Topeka, and was a member of the
Board of Directors of the Shawnee County Mental Health Association at the time he moved to
Lawrence. By October he was elected to the Douglas County Mental Health Association.

In 1966 he had a reputation as a popular and dynamic preacher. The Baker Orange campus paper
of Baker University on November 1966 reported:

“Rev. Ronald Sundbye, minister of the First Methodist Church in Lawrence, will
be the guest preacher at AlkUniversity Worship tomorrow at 9:45 a.m. in the
Baldwin Methodist Church.

Rev. Sundbye, returning to the campus after an enthusiastically received
appearance last year, will speak on the topic, ‘Stop the World, I Want To Get
On!’

Since coming to the First Methodist Church in June, he has had to schedule three
Sunday morning services instead of two in order to accommodate the overflow
congregation.”



Rev. Sundbye was guest speaker for the Union Thanksgiving Service of 1966 at First
Presbyterian Church. The fdlowing spring he delivered baccalaureate sermons at Pittsburg State
Teacher’s College and at Lawrence and Chapman High Schools. He gave commencement
addresses in Burlington, Eudora, and Tonganoxie.

Certificate of becoming an Elder of The Methodist Church

This certification is used for all Methodist Ministers as part of ordination. The above certificate
reads as follows:

“Know all men by these presents, that I, Dana Dawson, one of the Bishops of The Methodist
Church, under the protection of Almighty Gal and with a single eye to His glory by the
imposition of my hands and prayer (being assisted by the Elders present) have this day set apart
Ronald Lee Sundbye for the office of an Elder in the said Methodist Church, a man who, in the
judgment of the Kansas Annual Conference, is well qualified for that work; and he is hereby
recommended to all whom it may concern as a proper person to administer the Sacraments and
Ordinances and to Feed the Flock of Christ so long as his spirit and practice are such as becme
the Gospel of Christ and he continueth to hold fast the form of sound words according to the
established doctrines of the Gospel. In testimony whereof [ have hereunto set my hand and the
seal of my office this tenth day of June in the year of our Lordone thousand nine hundred and
fifty-six. Done at Lawrence, Kansas. Dana Dawson”
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