Chapter IV.
Organizations and Activities 1915-1939

The above brief summary of activities in the church under different ministers
leaves much to be said. In any church a large part of what is done is the work of
specialized societies within the framework of the church and they for the most part go on
and on no matter who is the minister in charge. Any attempt to relate them to each period
in turn would make necessary a large amount of duplication and in many cases this would
fail to indicate their development throughout this whole span of years. For this reason it
seems desirable to look separately at some of them at least.

The two fundamental governing bodies went on with little or no change. They are
the Quarterly Conference and the Official Board. The first of these, now defined as “the
governing body of the charge,” has been that for many years. The presiding officer is the
District Superintendent, and the members are various officials of the local church as
designated in the Discipline. This organization fits the local group into the larger
connection. Much of the local business is transacted by the Official Board over which the
pastor presided in the period under discussion except when an elected president
substituted for him in his absence. Both of t hese bodies function to a great extent through
committees. "

Of the organizations under the supervision of the above, perhaps that which was
oldest in time and widest in its application to people of all ages in the church and
congregation is the Sunday School, now called the Church School. In this local church it
goes back at least as far as 1857, though of course at that time it was in simpler form.
Something of the early development has been briefly traced in the former book. Even if
material for such a study were available it would be impossible to give a detailed account
of the changes in the years from 1915 to 1939. The School had become highly
departmentalized before the first of those dates, and became somewhat more so
afterwards. There were depar tments for every age, from the Cradle Roll to older adults
and, except for the babies there were courses of study appropriate to the various age
groups. There was general superintendent and also superintendents for the different
departments. All of these t ogether with other officers and the teachers constituted the
Sunday School Board, which determined policies and transacted business for the School
subject to the Official Board or Quarterly Conference.

Many of the adult classes and some made up of younge r people were organized
and had social and business meetings over and above the regular study periods on
Sunday. It is of course impossible to list these classes throughout the years to say nothing
of giving an account of their varied activities. Besides m ost of them seem to have left
very little record on which a narrative could be based. Perhaps some slight indication of
the services they have performed can be given by a brief narrative of the past of one class
of women, which has been very active for yea rs and has kept, or at least has produced
more written indications of projects than all the other classes put together.
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The Loyal Ladies’ Class was organized March 25, 1919 and has had a continuous
existence from that day to this. It is primarily a Bibl e Class meeting at the Church at the
Church School hour on Sunday. But throughout the years it has performed other
functions, one of which is social. Many weekday meetings were held, given over to
devotional exercises, programs, business, and frequently re freshments. In the first of
these [weekday meetings] many members and non -members have brought deeply
spiritual and inspirational messages to the class. Some of the programs provided
entertainment through readings, music, playlets, costume parties, and oth er devices, in
many instances showing great ingenuity. Frequently the program was made up of serious
talks by members or guest speakers, including many returned missionaries. The business
had various aspects. One constant interest was in the sick and in st rangers. Calls made by
members were reported at the business meetings and at times arose to astonishing figures
— even as high as several hundred in a month. Much of the business had to do with
moneymaking and for this purpose the class resorted to most of the expedients common
in Ladies’ Aids. The greater part of this money was devoted to missionary or charitable
projects. For some years the class supported a Bible Woman in India and later another in
Japan. They contributed to the salaries of individual missionaries such as Frank H. Smith,
or Marie Power or the Patterson family in India, and at other times to worldwide
Methodist movements such as the Centenary, the Crusade for Christ and the Advance.
They dressed dolls for charity, sent boxes of food or clo thes or toys to children in this
country and elsewhere and carried out many minor projects to help the unfortunate. If one
considers the activities of this one group and then tries to imagine its sum total multiplied
by the appropriate number for all the s ocieties in this local church to say nothing of
thousands of other churches, the result is impressive.

Loyal Ladies Class - 1920
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