Chapter II.
The Church in General during Three Pastorates

Robert A. Hunt, March 1931 — May 1941
Oscar Ethan Allison, May 1941 — June 1952
Albert F. Bramble, June 1952 — [June 1962]

When Dr. Gordon was assigned to the Pittsburg church and
left Lawrence in March 1931 the new minister in First Church
was Dr. Robert A. Hunt. He had been a member on trial in the
St. Louis Conference in 1907 and 1908 at Tipton and had
become a full member in Neosho, where he preached during the
next two years. After s erving a short time in an Indian Mission
in Okmulgee, Oklahoma he returned to St. Louis and had charge
of three churches there, followed by an associate pastorate at the
Grand Avenue Church in Kansas City. He then served Grace
Church, Wichita, in the Southwestern Kansas Conference and
churches in Dallas, Texas and Enid, Oklahoma in the Oklahoma
Conference before coming to Lawrence.

Robert A. Hunt

As Dr. Hunt stayed in Lawrence till the spring of 1941, his ministry of a little
more than ten years was the longest in this church up to that time. These were very busy
years, partly because of activities and developments in the various organizations
themselves, and partly because of great changes brought about by two magnificent gifts
and one far-reaching reorganization of Met hodism.

Let us glance first at internal affairs. The morning services went on much as
before, but there was much experimentation with regard to the evening service. It
included debates, student forums; a series of plays called Homespun Fireside Dramas,
musical programs and addresses by speakers from away. The mid -week meetings
consisted of a series of discussions, each lasting through several weeks, on such subjects
as the History of the Bible. A school for ushers was arranged in 1930. Our church
entertained the Annual Conference in 1933. The Brotherhood was reorganized in 1936.
The work at Haskell continued, and Dr. Hunt went out almost every Thursday evening to
conduct a meeting for the Indian students. There was a Haskell and a high school
Epworth League. Work for University students was advancing rapidly. The Wesley
Foundation was co -operating with similar establishments in other churches and in 1934
Dr. E. F. Price, our student work director, became dean of the School of Religion, a
position which he continued to hold for twelve years. In 1939 -1940 a committee headed
by Miss Florence Snow carried out a landscaping project around the church.
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