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Preface 

 

 

 This year, 1954, offers a fitting opportunity for the First Methodist Church of 

Lawrence, Kansas, to review its past, just as the years beginning in 1854 and to Kansas as 

a whole, which is now celebrating its centennial.  

 

 But any extensive account of the past conditions and events of the church, written 

in 1954, must carry us back only about forty years. A history of the church in i ts earlier 

period was published in book form in 1915. The present writer was the author of that 

little book. Later she was away from Lawrence for about twenty -eight years; in that 

interval one of the ministers suggested that the history be brought down to date and 

designated as the person to write it Dr. Edward Bumgardner, a Lawrence dentist, who 

was also a local historian of some note. He had been an official member of the church for 

many years; had been a member of the publication committee for the origin al book; and, 

also a member of the committee appointed to assist with the “museum” with which the 

book was illustrated early in 1914. Personal ill-health and illness in his family prevented 

Dr. Bumgardner from carrying out this project; and after the write r of the first book 

returned to Lawrence in 1949 the task devolved upon her.  

 

 It seems wise to preface this narrative with an extremely brief summary of an 

earlier period. James S. Griffing was appointed in 1854 to preach in an enormous area of 

which Lawrence was a very small part. From that time till 1858 four ministers served the 

Lawrence Methodists in a primitive setting, with small numbers; in dangerous and 

difficult conditions; in constant need of financial help from outside; and, with no regular 

place of meeting except that for a part of the time they used a temporary structure 

commonly called “the Tent”.  

 

 In the second period, 1858 -1866, the church was served by six ministers in a 

frame building on Vermont Street in the seven hundred block. This bu ilding was also 

used by other denominations and served as a morgue at the time of the Quantrill raid, 

August 21, 1863. The little band of Methodists still had a struggle against pioneer 

conditions, but was developing; was becoming identified with movements  in the church 

as a whole; and, was climbing up to financial independence.  
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 Not only did the church cease to ask help from the East, but it was able to erect a 

new building, a brick church this time located at Tenth (then Berkley) and Massachusetts 

Streets where the Masonic Temple now stands. The years in this building  -1866 to 1891- 

constitute the third period in which ten ministers served pastorates of longer or shorter 

duration. The longest of these, lasting about five and a half years, was that of Dr . James 

Marvin, and was filled with great activity, much of it connected with the stone church, 

that is the present church at Tenth and Vermont Streets.  

 

 

The fourth period as portrayed in the old book was the age of the stone church, from 1891 

to 1915.  

 

 


